[The choice of a child's first name in West Africa].
Choosing a name is a powerful act, filled with meaning. In most societies, this act is accompanied by specific rites and rituals. By naming a child, we are acknowledging their existence. A transmission is thereby created between the person giving the name and the person who will bear it. The naming of children in West Africa, particularly among the Soninke people, constitutes an example of the elements which come into play when a child is given a name.